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Here you will find program news and

announcements and learn about what

is happening in different ATDP classes.
You will hear from members of the
ATDP family — the Director, teach-

ers, mentors, staff, and alumni. $*1'l

is also about you; we provide a forum
through which you can share your

thoughts and work.

Submit your poetry, editorials, reviews,
photographs, or artwork to
Cynthia Kang at the ATDP office, or via
e-mail: atdpoffice@berkeley.edu
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From the Faculty Director...

Here we are in the final week of the 2011 session of ATDP. Those of you who are here
for the first time are thinking, I had no idea that five weeks could be so short. Those of
you who are returning students have the satisfaction of making it through yet another
intense (and enjoyable, we hope) class. And both new students and returning students
have learned new material and made new friends.

The end of ATDP this year is bittersweet, however. Dr. Nina Gabelko, who has served
as our fearless leader since 1988, has announced that she is retiring at the end of this
year’s program. The program has thrived under her leadership in attendees, courses
offered, research, and the general quality of the program. Please join me in giving her a
tremendous round of applause, a host of best wishes, and a plethora of thank yous. And
to those of you who know her well, drop by and tell her how much you have appreciated
her and her contributions.

Dr. Gabelko has been working with the incoming Interim Director, Dr. Adena Young,
to prepare for next year. All of us in the ATDP office look forward to seeing many of you
in the summer of 2012.

/md C. [a?mM

Frank C. Worrell
Faculty Director

... and From the Director

Here’s one more FTD, except that this one is a combined thank you note and love
letter, addressed to each of you and to each of the thousands, upon thousands of
wonderful ATDP students who came before you. Thank you, dear ATDP families, for
your dedication to your children’s education and your support of the program. You and
your children have worked with all of us to make ATDP a beacon lighting the way for
so many to enter our learning community and find their intellectual home. As for me,
picture having spent twenty-four years in a job you love, doing what you believe in, and
working the very people you adore. Not only has it been the thrill of a lifetime, it’s also
what I wish for each of you. (No, not that I'm hoping that each of you will direct ATDP,
but that your life’s work will also be your life’s passion.)

I'shall not say “au revoir,” but rather, “See you round the campus, kid.”

P ol Lo Andasaays

|
Nina Hersch Gabelko GO BEARS!
Program Director
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Writing for High School o - adnse l

Students in Drawing
and Design visited
the SF Museum of

Modern Art and
were challenged to
reinterpret one of
the pieces on display.
Some excellent
samples of these
students’ work
appear at right.

Left to right:

Antoan Alten’'s Warhol
Emily Wert's Hartley
Sara Chan’s Rivera

The Internet Classroom



Leaving ATDP Smiling:

A Look Back on Ninas 44 Years of Service to Education

As the Director of the Academic Talent Development Program for
the past 24 years, Nina Hersch Gabelko has created meaningful and
lasting learning and teaching experiences for over 27,600 students
and close to 700 teachers. In this piece, we will look back on Nina’s
contributions to the field of education and the development of
ATDP, and share Nina’s perspectives on learning,

A Director in the Making

After graduating from UC Berkeley with a Bachelor’s Degree in
Political Science in 1967, Nina spent the next 20 years working in the
field of education as a teacher, graduate student and researcher, and
educational programs assistant director. Nina received her secondary
teaching credential in social studies and English (with an additional
authorization in French!) from UC Berkeley. She then spent 10
years teaching in public and private school classrooms. Nina has
taught at Oakland Technical High School (Government, Sociology,
and US History), St. John's School in El Cerrito (fifth grade), and an
Australian non-academic secondary school, as well as at middle and
high schools in Huntington Park and San Leandro.

Through her teaching experiences Nina developed interests in
students’ stereotyped thinking and prejudice. She began asking
questions based on what she saw in her schools: What is prejudice?
How is prejudice communicated? How is prejudice learned? In
1977, these questions led Nina back to UC Berkeley’s Graduate
School of Education, where she studied prejudice and stereotype
thinking, Within a year, Nina completed her Master’s Degree in
Curriculum and Instruction with a focus on Social Studies and
Cognitive Sophistication while concurrently co-authoring a book
entitled Reducing Adolescent Prejudice. Not surprisingly, after this
year, Nina still had more questions to pursue, so she continued her
studies in education at UC Berkeley, resulting in an Ed.D. in History
and Anthropology of Education. In her doctoral dissertation, Nina
used historical and anthropological points of view to study how
students from different minorities experienced school.

After completing her doctorate, Nina continued to work in the
Graduate School of Education as the Assistant Director for the
School-University Partnership for Educational Renewal (SUPER).
Nina worked with SUPER to build partnerships between UC
Berkeley and school districts in the surrounding communities. She
also helped to develop a series of professional development seminars
that promoted collaboration between K-12 teachers and university
professors.

ATDP Through Nina’s Eyes

In 1987, Nina assumed the directorship of ATDP. At the time,
ATDP was called the “UC Berkeley Gifted Program” and served
students who were conventionally identified as “gifted” based on
their SAT scores. As the new Program Director, Nina developed a
program philosophy based on her belief that academic talent is not
innate, but rather that it is developed over time through students’
experiences. Today, ATDP continues to serve students based on
this philosophy that academic talent should not be mined (through
talent searches) but instead should be grown.

AmongNina’s many contributions to ATDDP, sheis especially proud
of the program’s socioeconomic and ethnic diversity. ATDP students
come to the program with a range of school and family backgrounds,
yet they find common ground in their ATDP classrooms. As Nina
likes to say, she welcomes students to meet at ATDP before they meet

in the halls of congress. At ATDDP, students form relationships based
on common passions and interests that supercede socioeconomic
and ethnic differences.

Nina’s passion for diversity extends to the range of learning
experiences present in ATDP classes. At the Elementary Division,
Nina describes the Kindergarteners and First Graders as children
who take on the roles of scientists and often fall in love with learning.
They discover that there is wonder in learning and that there are
endless questions to ask. At the Secondary Division, students in
enrichment classes encounter unique opportunities to get a flavor
for topics and learning experiences that they cannot get anywhere
else. Through these enrichment courses, such as Anthropology and
Sociology, students learn that there is a purpose to learning, and
that their thinking and knowledge can be relevant to their lives. In
accelerated courses such as Advanced Placement Biology, ATDP
students and instructors create a collaborative learning community
inwhich they all work together to solve big problem and master huge
chunks of knowledge.

Finally, Nina has been essential in creating a community of
learning between students, teachers, families, graduate students and
researchers. At ATDDP, people come together to connect around their
passions for history, mathematics, science, writing, and languages,
and everyone is supported in their learning experiences. Students
receive ample academic support through rich conversations with
their peers and instructors, as well as through study labs and tutoring
opportunities. Teachers receive professional and social support
during pre-service trainings, professional development meetings,
and consultation. Parents participate in workshops and consultation
to learn about how their children learn. Researchers share their
knowledge and expertise on learning and talent development
with ATDP teachers and families. As a result, ATDP has become
a community for anyone who wants to share their knowledge and
learn from others.

Messages from Nina

As she prepares for retirement, Nina leaves us with four
important messages. First, education is a passionate pursuit. Itis
important for students to study things that they care about and to
be passionate learners. Second, learningis purposeful. At ATDP,
students and teachers make their classes relevant to themselves
and the world around them, and they understand that learning
is important and meaningful. Third, ATDP is a place to make
friends. Students at ATDP meet others with similar interests,
and in making connections
to those who are like
themselves, they feel “at
home.” Finally, learning is
fun. AsNina says, everyone
shouldleave ATDP smiling,
if not giggling.

Thank you, Nina, for
your passion, knowledge,
questions,andcommitment
to the field of education
and more importantly to
the wonderful community
that ATDP has become.

Photo: Nina celebrates as Adena earns her Ph.D. from Cal’s School of Ed
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Nina Gabelko,

We have worked seriously and fancifully together to
expand the world for the CHA students. Your pres-
ence and wisdom have done the same with mine.
Thank you.

—Nancy Mellor, Director, CHA House, 1987-2011

Nina Gabelko

An Inspiration to All

Every Child’s Right!

—Spencer Granett; Intro to Chem; Instructor; 2010-
2011

Nina, we will always be grateful for giving us the
opportunity to teach at ATDP. The atmosphere you
created drew us back every year and we will miss your
smile and energy!

—Dave & Kathy Chun; Cognitive Neuroscience &
Algebra Il/Trigonometry; Instructors, 2007-2011

Deep Integrity
Spirited Joyful Wisdom
What Inspiration

Love,
Lisa Griffin; The Writing Process
Instructor; 2008-2011

cherry-blossom hair

parts for wise, impish eyes that

presage our purpose

— Alex Franklin; Analytical Writing; Instructor, 2010-2011

Sublime sarcasm:
No unauthorized learning!
She makes it happen.
—Laura Shefler; AP Art History
Mentor, Office Staff, Instructor; 1999-2011

Nina Gabelko

Comments on my mustaches

Always makes me laugh;

She has got the spunk

and the high expectations

to keep us engaged;

When it comes to school

Nina triumphs over all

We’ll miss you Nina.

—Ilan Thacker; Algebra ll/Trigonometry, Instructor, 2010-2011

As a tri
fondest -

Farewe

Oh, Nina, XOXO, and XO! 0
—Junko Hosoi, First-Year Japanese
Instructor; 2004-2011

Nina speaks three words.

Students and teachers learning.

Furiously calm.

—Raymond Yee; Instructor; 1995-1997, 2007

ATDP’s soul:
Thanking you, and meaning it,
fearless Sir Nina.
—Stevie Jeung; Writing for College
Student, TA, Instructor, Office Staff; 1998-2011

I learned more moral philosophy in Nina’s office than
I did from reading the ancients.
—Alexander James, Philosophy

Student, Instructor; 1991-2011

Teacher, mentor, friend

Discovery and laughter

Learning together

—Casey Cheung; Student, Mentor, Office Staff; 1986-2006



bute to Nina, faculty and friends reflect upon their
memories of our beloved director via poetry and prose

Nina has been a member of the Mogilefsky family
for a long time. My husband, Bret, was a student

in ATDP in the 1980's, and later became a tutor for
the computer science classes when he was a student
at Cal. I started with ATDP in 2000 as a tutor, then
became a teacher, and have been teaching writing and
literature courses ever since. [ have taught for Nina
when I was pregnant; I have taught for Nina with

tiny babies at home. Now my oldest is headed off

for Kindergarten, and I teach for Nina today. Nina's
approach to education and to children has made me
the educator I am. How lucky to have been here for
this last decade, and for Nina's last year. Nina will be
not be missed —because her philosophy and approach
will guide ATDP for a long time to come. The
Mogilefskys love you, Nina, best of all!

—Kelly Mogilefsky,; Writing for College
Tutor, Instructor; 2000-2011

Ten minutes we spoke

I'd never taught statistics

Thanks for the faith, job

—Sean Byrne; AP Economics, Instructor; 2010-2011

Only a “pro” can let things go
and trust the game will stay the same.

With love, admiration, and gratitude,
Flossie Lewis
Instructor, Writing Department Chair; 1987-2011

P.S. Keep ‘em laughing.

Nina, you gave me

my first job and so much more,

teacher of teachers.

—Jonathan "Ozzie" Shelley; Analytical Writing
Student, TA, Instructor; 1994-2011

Nina’s laugh and her energy are infectious! She’s an
inspiration, and I loved my years teaching at ATDP.
Nina has continued to be generous with her time in
writing and updating references for me, and it was
such a thrill to have her laughing, supportive presence
at the launch of my first novel in San Francisco last
year.

—Gemma Whelan; Instructor; 1989-2001

“Time and trouble will tame an advanced young
woman, but an advanced old woman is uncontrollable
by any earthly force.” (Dorothy Sayers)--So we must
try to tame Nina while it still is possible.

— Christina Buchmann; Advanced Reading & Writing
Instructor; 2010-2011

Thank you for trusting a young undergraduate with all sorts
of interesting things, and for the resulting skills that I now
use every day.

Thank you for representing a large institution at its best.

Thank you for your humour, for your insatiable interest in
your fellow humans, and for the birthday cake fund.

All the very best for a retirement which, I imagine, will be
anything but retiring.

—Candance Nolan-Grant, Office Staff, TA; 1996-2002
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Farewell, Nina—
continued from page 4

More than any other superior, Nina has taught me
to value myself as an educator, and that I have a place
here at ATDP. Although my style tends to be on the
overly energetic side (almost as energetic as Nina!),
I've learned that having too much energy is never a
bad thing. Of course, how you focus that energy is a
completely different story.

Every summer teaching at ATDP has been a breath
of fresh air. Education is supposed to be about being
a community of learners, and nowhere is that more
apparent to me than at ATDP. It's very easy to become
jaded after teaching in public schools for many
years, but Nina has laid out the ideal environment for
both students and professionals. I've learned a very
important professional lesson--it is possible to have
an educational institution where money and politics
don't interfere with creating learning experiences, and
where developing academic talent is the majority of
how time is spent. There is a place where the link
between theory and practice is deeply rooted in every
professional discussion, meeting, and presentation.
There is such thing as Educational Utopia.

Thank you for the many years of your warmth and
energy.

Love,

Toby Jaw

Instructor, Math Department Coordinator
2005-2011

Thank you, Nina, for being our guiding light and for
crafting ATDP into a model educational community. It
will be an honor to continue your legacy and vision.

—Carrie Brown
Assistant Director; 1988-2011

Pre-service: Nina
Three hundred teachers packed in
She knows all by name

It’s not such a feat
All three hundred of us, too,
Know Nina by name.

—Gary Kitajo; The Practice of Law
Instructor; 1994-2011

Every Childs Right

fo a N, ina by Beverly J. Vandiver

EVERY
CHILD’S

RIGI—IT

Lauren Sosniak’s and
Nina Gabelko’sbook, “Every
Child’s Right,” eloquently
makes the «case that
achievement problems do
not come from the children
themselves, but from the
worldview of educators.
Does every child have a right
to an excellent education?
Or is an excellent education
left to those with privilege
or to the gifted?

D
by Cholce, Not Chance

LAUREN A. SOSNIAK
NINA HERSCH GABELKO

Thisis where Nina Gabelko enters the picture of education
at ATDP over 20 years ago. She questioned the status quo of
focusing solely on educating “gifted” children, which would
have excluded over 95% of the youth who have attended
ATDP. Her point of view is a much-needed paradigm shift
from what continues to occur in most educational settings.
All children have the right to be challenged to develop their
intellectual capacity, to learn how to rise to expectations
about their worth and contribution to society, and to enjoy
the fruits of their efforts. I have experienced how education
can have an impact on students’ lives when development-
centered philosophy is actually implemented and monitored
for success.

So on the cusp of Dr. Gabelko’s retirement,  hope we take
this opportunity to remind ourselves about what is at stake
in continuing and building on the fundamental paradigm
that she has put in place at ATDP. Every child has a right to
an education, and it starts with us making it happen.



Final
Evaluations

Q: When will I receive my final grade?

A: Final evaluations, each including a grade and
a narrative report, will be mailed to the student’s
home address in late August. Note that a student’s
evaluation cannot be mailed home or to the student’s
school if the student’s tuition is not paid in full.

Q: How do I request credit for my class?

A: We recommend credit for students who have
earne %a es in the A and B ranges, but only your

home school can decide whether 8nd how to report
your ATDP class on your transcript.

Q: How do I report my grade to my school?

A: When irou receive your flnal evaluation in the
mar it will come with a gre low postcard. Return
that Eostcard marked “YE ﬁou d llke us to send
an official evaluation to your home school. Make
sure to include your school’s name and address!

IMPORTANT NOTE: Be mindful of the
deadline on the yellow postcard. In order to
process a postcard sent after the deadline, we

% ire a stamped envelope addressed to
your sc

Q:I'm takmga 10 unit math class, and my school needs
ify my ATDP gra erlre 1 can sturt taking the

to veri
next math class at school. Will I get my grade in time?

A: Altho gh the narrative reports will not be read (?7
until ate ugust we will send final grades for 1
unit math classes as soon as they are available so
that students can finalize their schedules for the
Fall. We estimate that these early-release grades will
be mailed around August 10. Note that a student’s
evaluation cannot be mailedhome orto the student’s
school if the student’s tuition is not paid in full.

Q: What if I don’t want my grade sent to my school?

A: No It)roblem' We will not forward an evaluation
without your authorization. Just return the yellow
postcard "marked “NO”

Q: How do I report my ATDP class on a college
application?

A: Please do not list UC Berkeley as a college you
have attended' If your school has granted credit, it
ear on your reg ular hl%_lll schoo transcrlpt
n co ege app 1catrons, you s d then list it as
coursework completed at’your hrgh school. ATDP
makes a great addition to your personal statement
and on the UC application, you can include ATDP
in “Educational % Activities

reparation Programs”
& Awards, Step 2

The ATDP Challenge '11, Week 6:
(20 points)

Each of these rhyming couplets is about a four-letter
word. Figure out each couplet’s word, then take all 8
words and fit them in the 4x4 box below—4 read from
left to right (as usual) and the other 4 will read from top
to bottom.

Diamonds clear and meat so pink
These aren’t as common as you think

A birthday that falls during ATDP
May align with this creature who lives in the sea

Perhaps he’s a lad, a fellow, a bloke
Or another name used only by British folk

As a stingray took rest on the bed of the sea
A bluejay did this on the branch of a tree

In a Stephen King novel (very scary)
These are buried in a sematary

This threatens interstellar grief
Whatcha gonna do about it, Master Chief?

With feathers they might be a costume or trend
With scales ‘round your neck, they might mean the end

In a show of bohemia, love-death, or rings
It's what you hear when the fat lady sings

When you’re done, submit your answer to the ATDP
Office, 3639 Tolman Hall, in the blue-tape-marked
Challenge Box in the staff mailboxes. Remember to
include your name, course name, and course number
with your solution.

You have until noon on Wednesday, July 27 to submit
any of the six challenges. Scores and winners will be
posted at the ATDP Office by Thursday noon, July 28.
Prizes can be claimed there or will be mailed out to the
winners.

Good luck!




2011 ATDP Picnic

Saturday, July 30

12:00 noon

Tolman Hall

Come one, come all!

Bring a picnic blanket, beach ball, wiffle ball
and bat, guitar, or anything else you want
to share and enjoy as you mingle with ATDP
faculty, staff,and students and families from
the Elementary and Secondary Divisions.

The ATDP picnic is a potluck, where all
attendees contribute to the menu. Be sure
to bring plenty of food, according to the

first letter of your last name:

A-K: Main dish

(e.g. chicken, pizza, casserole, tacos)

L-P: Drinks
(preferably canned)

Q-S: Salad or appetizers
(e.g. finger food, salad)

T-Z: Dessert
(e.g. cookies, cupcakes, fruit)

THINK B I G!

IN THE PAST, ATDP FAMILIES HAVE
PROVEN TO BE HEARTY EATERS!

INTRODUCING PHYSICS EXHIBITION

2:00-4:00 PM « 5634 Tolman Hall

Thursday, July 28, 2011

The ATDP community is invited to the
Introducing Physics class final exhibition.
This is a problem-based physics class
which uses amusement park rides as its
inspirations! Final projects presented will
include small models of the rides and
explanations of the underlying physics.
It will be a great chance to learn some
physics and have a great time. See you

there!

SD Information Session
July 30, 2011

11:00 AM

For students entering grade seven in fall 2011,
we will also have an information session about

the Secondary Division program

the morning

of the ATDP family picnic. Meet with Program

Director Nina Gabelko at 11:00
Tolman Hall (see map below).

AM in 2515

Tolman Hall, UC Berkeley

Hearst Avenue
at Arch Street

Room 2515 &
Picnic Area

Sceni

Natural R
Laboratory
- 2195 Hearst
1

University Avenue

North Fork of
Strawberry Creek

Life Sciences
, Addition

BART & Oxford Street
Shattuck Ave.
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